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Moonrise At
Callanish

This Summer Solstice

Newsletter is packed with articles of
Antiquarian Interest to delight and
amuse you. We have reports from
members ranging from sacred moon-
rises to Sunrise festivals.

The back cover has an anthropomor-
phic face of the goddess send in yours
and win some TAS badges. There is
also a copy of the News report from
the Brighton Argus that put TAS in
the National and International
Headlines see page 4

Southern Major Lunar
Standstill Moon Rise from

Callanish
Members of the society plus
astronomers, Pagans, Witches and
Warlocks were amongst the lucky
folk who were blessed enough to wit-
ness the Moon rise out of a Giant
anthropomorphic figure known local-
ly as The Sleeping Beauty The
giantess figure is made of the distant
hills that are viewed from the
Standing Stone Circle of Callanish.
The Society along with Avalon rising
travelled to a small island off the

continue page 2
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West coast of Scotland. The Outer
Hebridian, Island of Lewis.

The Astro-Archaeological effect
that is visible is one of the most
enchanting and mystical that there is.
Here we have an ancient site interact-
ing with a heavenly body, therefore
we are possibly witnessing one of the
reason the ancients designed and sited
this stone circle where it is.Within the
Sacred Stone Circle of Callanish there
is a viewing position that allows the
observer to see the effect of the most
southerly rising moon. The Moon
rises out of The Sleeping Beauty |,
transits across the sky on its very
lowest arc, and then disappears, only
to reappear and set into the enchanti-
ng stone circle of Callanish.This
effect is visible twice in an 18.6 year
cycle. The next time it is visible is the
Full Moon Rise and set in July so
there is still time to make your way to
the North of Scotland and watch this

effect that lasts about 1 and a half
hours.

REPORT
After a huge drive up to the very
north of Scotland we boarded our
ferry in Ullapool, that was to take us
to the Island of Lewis,(Hyperborean?)
We arrived in some of the most beau-
tiful weather that these remote islands
must see.The sky was clear and the
sun was beating down. You could
have been fooled that we were in the
Mediterranean, it was so hot.
Locals informed us that we were very
lucky that the weather was like this. It
was so hot one of them remarked that
it was too hot for the midges, The
heat sticks their wee wings together.
This really is a blessing to the visitor
who is in the far north of Scotland as

anyone knows who has been there
and has been ravaged by these wee
beasties. The phase and cycle of the
moon can cause extreme weather pat-
terns and this was evident in the
weather we were basking in, extreme
heat. The most southerly rise and set
of the moon was having a massive
effect on the weather, excellent.

For more information on how the
moon controls the weather check the
website www.predictweather.com
where Ken Ring a Moon expert dis-
cusses the effects of the Moon and
weather lore.We landed in Stornoway
and made a quick exploration south to
discover what we could of the Island
of Lewis and Harris.

We headed south through the very
mountainous Island of Harris.
Amazed at finding huge expanses of
white sand beaches that stretched for
miles and were totally deserted.The
Sea was crystal clear and surrounded

by a stunning backdrop of remote
smaller islands and mountains. Could
this really be the North of Scotland.?
After exploring the Hills that form the
Giant hill figure known as the
Sleeping Beauty we focused on
reaching our destination, the
Callanish Stone Circle.There were
many vehicles and tents at the site
and a growing community of moon
watchers was forming. We made our
camp and began meeting people who
had come for the event.The night
before the moon was due to be full
the weather bade warning of possible
rain it had turned muggy and cloudy,
we all fretted at the fact. The moonset
that night was also cloudy, it was if
the sky turned just different shades of
Grey.The day of the full moon came
and there was a growing sense of

excitement and more people started to
arrive in anticipation of this magical
event.We waited and waited and as
the Sun Set, the drums began, the
hypnotic pulsing of the drums carried
us through the twilight period until,
just at the stoke of midnight, the First
glimmers of the moon were seen,
flickering around over the belly of the
Sleeping Beauty.There was a huge
cheer, it was true the moon was actu-
ally was being born out of the sleep-
ing goddess figure of the Hills.

We were blessed enough to see a
huge Bulging red moon rise from her
tummy.The drumming had intensified
and camera flashes were making the
event even more surreal. The power-
ful Earth and Sky interaction that was
played out before us was truly amaz-
ing, charged with energy and awe
inspiring. This was the moment we
had all been waiting for a sucessfull
observation. Archaeoastronomy is a.
subject that is at the mercy of the ele-
ments, and we had been lucky, we
had seen the moon rise. Just then the
thick heavy cloud came and the Moon
became obscured for a significant part
of its transit there after, but it did
manage to break through the cloud in
places, only to all but reappear just
before she was descending through
the stones to finally set within the
stone circle on this momentous occa-

sion.This is basically what the subject
of Archaeoastronomy is all about.
The joy and satisfaction that is found
when observing these unique events.
We recommend that you go out into
your local ancient landscape and find
out what lunar standstill markers
could be hidden their, for there are
surely many more to be found.

By  Stuart Mason
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Sunrise
Celebration
Festival

TAS celebr ated the Summer
Solstice in Somerset this y
the v enue for the Sunrise
Celebr ation F estiv al near Y eovil.
Our friends from A valon Rising
built a fabulous wood Henge on
the site and also designed the
layout for the entire festiv  al
space. W ell done guys!

TAS held a space within the
Avalon Rising area for lectures, a
gallery , a café and chill out area.
We heard talks from Members

and guests and all were well

receiv ed and v ery informativ e.
Special thanks to those members
that contributed to the success

of the ev ent and to those guest
speak ers that participated.

Festiv al goers were able to expe
rience astro- archaeology at a
grass-roots lev el, and in man vy
cases for the first time, thanks

to lectures from Stuart Mason &
Michael F Co x and an ex cellent
photogr aphic gallery .

We were also able to learn about
a host of fascinating subjects
including F aerie Lore from P aul
Johnson, R oslyn & the Knights
Templar from Margot Deru-Elliot,
Expanding our A wareness from
Ben Rayner and Holly P aige’s
interesting talk onr  aw food’ s
impact on our br ain and con -
sciousness.

Also thanks and pr aises to K ate
Masters, Phillip Mason and Jim
Mitchell for their contributions

and R ob, Ayng and Nick for pro
viding the Marquee.

ear at

For Marquee & T ent hire please
call Tappin T ents on
07798610013 for v
rates.

ery competiv e

John Michell with Stuart Mason.

John Michell isregarded b y
many as the F arther of
Archaeoastronom y, and The
Antiquarian Societ y had the

great privileged of receiving him
after a talk he presented to an
attentiv e crowd inside the A valon
Rising Area of the

Sunrise festiv al.The F ounding
member of the Societ 'y, Stuart
Mason greeted John and Judith

and welcomed them to the space
where we all enjo yed a nice cup
of Tea and discussed solar align -
ments.

We all felt a great honour meet -
ing and chatting with such a

learned man.

Megalithomania

Glastonbury Assembly R ooms
was the v enue for the first annu -

3

al Megalithomania on the 4 th
and 5 th of Ma y, a week end with
the line “What were the ancients
up to?”

This gathering of ‘Standing-
Stoners’ boasted a speak er list
including Gr aham Hancock, John
Michell, Sig Lonegren, R obin
Heath, Andrew Collins, Nicholas
Mann and man y, man y more...
It w as a fantastic opportunit  y to
hear lectures on subjects such as

archaeo- astromon y, ancient
sites, landscapes, customs and
tradition. All the talks were
informativ e and entertaining.
It w as a well organised and
relax ed ev ent and pr aise is
deserv ed for all the staff that
made it possible.

TAS displa yed a gallery of
Members’ photos and artwork
and also information on the sub
ject of astro- archaeology .

We also held a stall selling
Members’ cr afts and the ‘world-
famous’ T AS Solstice Finder (do
you ha ve yours y et??) among
other T AS merchandise.

Well done to all that participated
and man y, man y thanks.



